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President’s Message: POAS Executive Update
Welcome, Spring! At least, I hope we are finally getting close to spring… it’s been a very long
winter. Your Chapter Executive has held three business meetings so far this year, in addition to
our informal discussions before and after speaker nights.
We have booked several speakers for our regular 4th Tuesday meetings as the good weather
approaches. Dr. Dena Doroszenko of the Ontario Heritage Trust in Toronto will be talking about
“The Archaeology of the Niagara Apothecary, Niagara-on-the-Lake”, at our May meeting on the
22nd. She is an entertaining and experienced historical archaeologist with a vast knowledge of
Ontario Heritage Trust properties around Ontario.
In June, recent MA graduate, Sean Berger of Trent University, will be sharing his Master’s thesis
research. Archaeological faunal data, historic records and documents and recent biological data
are used to construct a historical ecology for Pigeon Lake, Ontario, focusing on fish exploitation.
The faunal collections of twelve archaeological sites in the Kawartha Lakes were reviewed to
examine pre-contact Indigenous fishing trends and comment on the historic presence, abundance
and range of a number of indigenous fish species. Sean also worked with local anglers to
document their perceptions of changes in species ecology. We are grateful that this research is
being shared more widely. Our collaboration with the university gives up and coming
archaeologists experience with public speaking while, at the same time, challenges us as
members to keep up with the new technologies and analytical approaches to their work.
Dr. Catherine Matthias will take the floor on in the fall (date to be determined) with a talk on
conserving artifacts from burial environments at sites in Newfoundland. We are also exploring a
possible joint presentation with our sister organization, the Peterborough Historical Society, in
the fall as well. Again, the date has yet to be sorted out.
Director Kate Dougherty will be letting us know shortly whether there will be any volunteer
fieldwork opportunities associated with the Trent University Archaeology Field School at the
Nassau campus historic site this spring. The field school runs for the month of May this year but
they are not sure yet whether there will be space for OAS volunteers. Remember you must be
both an OAS general member AND a member of our chapter to take part (this is because of
insurance and liability requirements). Stay tuned.
If you have a bit of time to give to the Peterborough chapter, we are in need of an “Information
and Announcements” coordinator. The job can be done from home and involves keeping our
group email lists of members and friends, sending emails about upcoming speakers and events,
etc. The added benefit is that you will know about what’s going on before almost everyone else!
Speak to me, or Vice-President Tom Mohr, if you would like to be involved in this way.
Until next time… Sheryl Smith, President Peterborough Chapter
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Franklin’s Lost Ships: an Update
by Dirk Verhulst

Above: Parks Canada CEO Daniel Watson was joined by Historian Louis Kamookak, Jacob Keanik of the Franklin
Interim Advisory Committee and Joanni Sallerina, Mayor of Gjoa Haven during the unveiling of the plaque
commemorating the wrecks of the HMS Erebus and HMS Terror National Historic Site. Source: Parks Canada

Until recently the whereabouts of
Captain John Franklin’s lost ships
the Erebus, the Terrror , and their
129 crew members, remained a
mystery. Now, thanks to a
remarkable combination of Inuit
oral traditions and the latest
archaeological technology, answers
to this nineteenth century mystery
are gradually being being unveiled.
Recently, members of the
Peterborough Chapter of the
Ontario Archaeological Society and
the community, had a unique
opportunity to hear, first hand,
about some of the amazing
discoveries made by archaeologists
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who were members of the diving
teams that documented the two site.
The first was a presentation by Dr.
Marty Magne, given in Sept. 2015,
not long after the discovery of the
Erebus in 2014. Dr. Magne, an
archaeologist from Parks Canada,
spoke of the discovery and
exploration of the Erebus, Captain
Franklin’s ship.
This year, on March 6, another
large and enthusiastic audience
gathered to hear Dr. Charles
Dagnault, an underwater
archaeologist with Parks Canada,
continue the tale.
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Dr. Dagnault began by bringing us
up to date on what has been
happening in further exploration of
the Erebus site since its discovery
in Sept. 2014.
The team, he explained, began by
digging a 2 meter deep hole
through the ice. Then they launched
an underwater remotely operated
vehicle (ROV) which collected
photos and videos of the ship’s
interior. Features of the Erebus
they were able to identify included,
anchors still attached and in
position, a small boat lying on the
sea bed off the stern of the ship, the
ship’s bell, two water closets
(washrooms), and a cannon.
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personal belongings. Using a list of
the crew members and photos of
artefacts found in the cabins, he
explained that it was becoming
possible to actually identify the
men who occupied the cabins.
Personal items, identified as
belonging to uniforms worn by
officers of the Royal Marines in the
middle of the 19th century included:
belts, buttons, buckles, boots, and
an unusual broad arrow, he
described as a “devil’s claw.”
Dr. Dagnault went on to explain
that an officer’s boot lined with seal
fur may actually contain samples of
the DNA of the sailor that wore it.
Eventually scientists hope to
identify the occupants of each cabin
by using the DNA of their
descendants.
“It was like touching the
individual,” he said.
Next Dr. Dagnault took us to the
site of the Terror where it was first
discovered in 2016.

Parks Canada staﬀ examine the ship’s bell.

Using some remarkable underwater
photographs and the original plans
of the Erebus from 1839, Dr.
Dagnault took us on a virtual tour
of the deck of the Erebus.
The tour included Franklin’s own
cabin, other cabins believed to have
been occupied by the ship’s officers
and an inventory of some of their
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“It was clear,” he said, “that the
ship had been abandoned in its
winter quarters. It was even better
preserved than the Erebus.”
Even though archaeologists have
not spent much time on the Terror
yet, he added, they did send down
the ROV to survey and photograph
the wreck. Features they
successfully documented included
metal sheeting used to re-enforce
the hull against the winter ice,
anchor lines still attached to the
ship, and an exhaust pipe from the
4
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ship’s locomotive engine. The latter
was critical in confirming the
identification of the wreck as that
of the Terror.
The ROV that they sent into the
cabins enabled them to identify
items such as wine bottles, tables,
shelving and a desk with open
drawers.
When asked what else the
archaeologists are hoping to find,
Dr. Dagnault mentioned the
possibility of finding some of the
preserved books and daguerrotype
photos stored onboard.
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Although the structure is unstablehe described it as a “Lego puzzle,”
they hope to keep the main
structures intact to enable
archaeologists to continue regular
visits to the site.
There are also plans being
developed to build an interpretation
centre near the site. Inuit guardians
will be hired to protect the site and
to staff a public outreach gallery.
Plans for guided tours, live
broadcasts to schools, glass bottom
boat tours, even opportunities for
archaeological snorkelling are
being discussed.
“The potential is awesome,” Dr.
Dagnault concluded. “Stay tuned.”

Sketch of Erebus and Terror
departing from England in 1845.
(Parks Canada, Mary Evans
Picture Library)
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Addendum
In his presentation Dr. Dagnault

acknowledged the critical role played
by Inuit oral historians in solving the
mystery of the disappearance of the
Franklin ships. In particular, he
emphasized the contributions of Louie
Kamookak (Photo below).
Unfortunately, on March 22, just a few
days after Dr. Dagnualt’s presentation
in Peterborough, Mr. Kamookak died
of cancer. He was 58 years old
In an article that appeared in the
Ottawa Citizen shortly after his
passing, the reporter referenced Mr.
Kamookak’s earlier account of stories
told him by his great grandmother
when he was a small boy living in a
hunting a camp near his home in Gjoa
Haven on King William Island.
In one of the stories she shared with
the young Mr. Kamookad, she spoke of
the discovery of strange artifacts
scattered on the land near their
village.

“They were finding stuff that she later
realized were muskets, or a rifle;
spoons and forks, ropes and chains,”
he recalled her telling him. “Then they
noticed there was a mound the length
of a human being, and there stood a
stone with strange markings on it. She
realized it was a grave. Going back to
early times, the Inuit had never buried
their dead under the ground- they just
wrapped them in skins, and the
animals would come and take the
bodies away.“
“That was the belief, that you died,
and then you go back into the world,”
he concluded.
Mr. Kamookak’s fascination with such
accounts told by his great grand
mother and other tribal elders led him
to become an amateur historian, a
teacher, and a collector of Inuit stories.
In the article from the Ottawa Citizen,
John Geiger the Chief Executive
Officer of Royal Canadian
Geographical Society, acknowledged
the significance of the role of Innuit
oral historians such as Mr. Kamookak
to the discovery of the Erebus and the
Terror.
“Louie played a critical role in the
successes we have seen in the last five
years with the discovery of both
Franklin’s lost vessels,” Mr. Geiger
noted. “I refer to Louie as the last
great Franklin searcher- he was
devoted to this search for decades, and
he made an enormous contribution to
it.”
(Ref. Joe O’Connor, Ottawa Citizen,
March 29, 2018)
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The Fleur-de-Lys Dorset Soapstone Quarries National Historic Site of
Canada
Baie Verte Peninsula, Newfoundland and Labrador
by Sheryl Smith

Figure 1 Our lighthouse B&B in Coffee Cove NL

My husband, Mike Eckersley, and I had a great trip to the western and northern
peninsulas of Newfoundland in early September 2016. We roamed all over this
enchanting area, taking in a mix of natural and cultural attractions such as Gros Morne
National Park, L’Anse aux Meadows National Historic Site, Red Bay National Historic
Site, and lots of places in between. I can confirm that what people tell you about the
province and its friendly people is certainly true – you will never forget a trip there. I
should say however that the weather was a bit iffy. We only had four sunny days in two
weeks, and lots of rain or mist. I teased Mike that all the “culture” days were sunny! Oh,
and it was the beginning of moose hunting season…. lots of action in that department and
we never drove at night for fear of encountering one of the over 100,000 mighty denizens
of the boreal forest.
After flying into Deer Lake, our first few nights were spent at a B&B in Coffee Cove
near Springdale, which had a tiny recreation of a lighthouse, all our own (Figure 1
above). The owners of the property were originally from Ontario and the man of the
house was a mussel fisher for a company which cultivated them on strings in the
sheltered bay.
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It was fun to pretend that we were light keepers and we had a great view of the cove
from the house (Figure 2).

Figure 2 Coffee Cove from the deck

Almost due north of Springdale, on the northwest side of the Baie Verte Peninsula, is the
tiny village and port of Fleur de Lys, the location of a remarkable 1,600 year old Dorset
Paleoeskimo archaeological site. I say “due north” but in Newfoundland, driving from
Point A to Point B is a long and winding road. It was over 120 km and almost two hours
before we arrived, only to find that the Interpretive Centre was already closed for the
season! Our disappointment was tempered when we found there was a short trail to take
visitors to the archaeological site, and interpretive plaques were in place to help us
understand what the site was about.
The national historic site was formally recognized by the Historic Sites and Monuments
Board of Canada in 1982. According to the Canadian Register of Historic Places:
Fleur de Lys Soapstone Quarries was designated a national historic site of
Canada in 1982 because:
- it is an important source of information about the stone technology of early
Aboriginal societies of Newfoundland.
Fleur de Lys Soapstone Quarries is presently unique to the province of
Newfoundland in preserving considerable evidence of early methods of
soapstone extraction and techniques. Soapstone, easily quarried and worked, was
an important raw material for many of the aboriginal societies of Newfoundland.
The Dorset people, an Arctic culture who occupied much of the province
between 500 B.C.E. and 500 C.E., made extensive use of outcrops in this vicinity
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to obtain blocky preforms destined for later finishing into soapstone vessels of
various shapes and sizes, including bowls and oil lamps. Remains of vessels in
different stages of preparation are also visible in the rock faces and mounds of
tailings or spoil from the quarrying operations are found throughout the site.
The soapstone quarry faces are right beside the walking trail, and evidence of quarrying
and removal of stone bowls is clear (Figure 3). Blocks of stone were carved away and
turned into vessels for cooking, heating, and light. There are, literally, hundreds of such
scars (Figure 4).

Figure 3 above, close-up of soapstone quarry face.
Figure 4 right, Many scars from quarrying are evident.

This site has been known to scholars since 1915 and while originally it was thought that it
was a Beothuk place, by the 1930s archaeologists realized it belonged to the Dorset Inuit
culture that lived in Newfoundland from about 2,000 to 1,200 years ago. It is the only one
of its kind known in Newfoundland and only one of a few in the world. The site was not
investigated more fully until 1997. Memorial University of Newfoundland ran field
schools there between 2002 and 2007. Since then, almost 4,000 artifacts have been
recovered including stone tools like chert endblades, endscrapers, quarrying tools and
vessel fragments (Figure 5). A radiocarbon date of AD 435 was obtained from a rare
wooden ladle found in the 1997-98 fieldwork. The site’s Borden registration number is
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EaBa-1. Habitation sites and another series of soapstone boulders near the port have been
found around the area since then.

Figure 5 Quarry Tools Photo Courtesy of CRHP

None, however, has given us any direct links between those places and the mining work
that went on at Fleur de Lys. The Dorset people were sea-oriented and hunted seals and
well as other animals. Seal oil would have fuelled the flat bowls used for heating and
cooking. Dorset people were also remarkable carvers. Soapstone, bone, wood and ivory
were carved into beautiful objects such as bears, fish, birds and faces.
I recommend this little side trip if you are visiting “The Rock”. The site is not only
beautiful, it is peaceful and has an aura about it that makes one stop and ponder the
resourcefulness of people from so long ago .
Other Reading:
Parks Canada Website
http://www.historicplaces.ca/en/rep-reg/place-lieu.aspx?id=18943&pid=0
Canadian Register of Historic Places Website
http://www.historicplaces.ca/en/rep-reg/place-lieu.aspx?id=4127&pid=0
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The Richardson Site: An Archaeological Lesson
by Rita Granda

On March 27, a large audience gathered to hear Dr.
Robert Pearce speak about the Richardson Site
Project. Pearce’s research on the site was part of his
MA thesis in Anthropology for Trent University in
1977. The Richardson site is located on farmland just
southeast of Hastings, Ontario. The farm, called
Richardson Hillside Heritage, sits on a hill that is part
of the Peterborough Drumlin Field. There is a spring
on the property and a creek leading west to Rice
Lake, about 7km away. As such, the location is
connected by water to numerous resources.
The history of the site’s investigation begins in 1968
when archaeologist Fred Richardson included it in a
survey of Rice Lake area sites. The first test trenches
and squares were excavated in 1969; excavations
continued in 1974 and again in 1976. Of note is that
local school children were allowed to participate as
part of their school’s Native Studies curriculum. The
excavations revealed the remains of two longhouses
surrounded by two palisades, which means the
settlement expanded during the 15-20 year
occupation that occurred more than 800 years ago.
The smaller house measures 7.5m while the larger
one measures 10m and includes six hearths. The latter also has an ossuary feature with
the bones of six individuals who were under 35 years of age at the time of death. These
individuals were later reburied at Curve Lake.
The excavations also revealed large numbers of animal and fish bones: mammals
included muskrat, beaver and deer; some of the fish were yellow perch, walleye, white
sucker and American eel; and the largest number of bird bones came from passenger
pigeons. As for exploited plants, corn and sumac were highly represented in the floral
remains. The site inhabitants also left behind pottery and artefacts made from worked
stone and bone. Their pottery was decorated, around the neck and lip inside and out, with
punctates and bosses made from tools such as a notched turtle carapace, which was also
found. These traits help categorize the longhouse inhabitants as Iroquois from the
Pickering phase.
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Archaeology carried out at the site has revealed a number of important discoveries
regarding this possibly 1,000 year-old site. Evidence of expansion indicates a successful
settlement. As a Pickering Iroquois settlement, the Richardson site is distinguished for its
location, as it is the farthest north and east of any other known site. The remains of
American eel, which is the only eel in the Americas, indicate this fish was available in the
Trent River 1,000 years ago while the remains of Zea maize indicate the inhabitants also
grew corn to supplement their diet. Radiocarbon dating of floral remains has given four
dates for the site: AD 830, 1000, 1315 and 1440. A plaque on site reads “circa AD 1300”
though future testing and research on faunal remains may reveal the millennial date is
also possible. Four decades later, this project is far from dormant as Pearce’s original
report continues to be cited and the material housed at Trent University continues to be
investigated.
In addition to the above, Pearce also spent time situating the Richardson excavation in its
own historical context. From 1850-1970 public education in Canada was used as a tool in
the destruction of indigenous cultures and languages. Pearce reminded the audience that
during the decade before these excavations, which included local indigenous children, the
Sixties Scoop was taking place and Residential Schools still existed in continuation of the
government’s misguided efforts at assimilating indigenous children into settler society.
By the 1970s, however, things were beginning to change. Native Studies were emerging
as part of the curriculum in primary, secondary and undergraduate institutions, Trent
University being an example of the latter. Pearce spoke highly of Douglas (Mac) Hall, the
principal at nearby Roseneath Centennial School where a number of students were
Alderville First Nation. Hall developed a Native Studies curriculum that was later used
by the entire province. As part of that curriculum of study, Hall enthusiastically included
indigenous students in the excavation so that they could take part in the uncovering of
their heritage.
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Sneak Preview

For researchers of Art History or Archaeology of the Early Modern Period evidence must be
mul;disciplinary in order to understand all aspects of culture. Objects which become popular as a
costume component can serve as markers for change in culture. This presenta;on will demonstrate the
value of one such marker, the bootspur of the 17th century. Examples are taken from an archaeological site
in Ferryland Newfoundland and the Bri;sh Museum. Of note here is an addi;onal limita;on when using
this type of research material and that is the burial environment. Depending on the nature of the material
of manufacture even the burial environment will not necessarily tell the whole story as some objects will
survive burial and others will not. The bootspur re-surfaces as an important item of dress in the 1900s.
One such pair belonging to Sir Sam Hughes, General of Canada’s Military in the First World War, shows
more detail, because they have not been buried, but are of a similar style. (Catherine Mathias)

Editor’s Note: To learn more about this fascina;ng place
be sure to aUend Catherine’s presenta;on in the fall. More to come!
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Remains of Thule residences at Dundas Harbour
by Marlys Kerkman

This is my story about the travels of four Buckhorn residents through the Northwest
Passage. Our first off boat excursion was to Dundas Harbour on the southeast corner of
Devon Island. The day started at breakfast when Boris with One Oceans Expeditions
would give us the weather permit for the day. That day the wind speed would be such that
we would be able to board the zodiacs and speed off to Dundas Harbour. We would be
guided by Mark Nuttall, social anthropologist, who would inform us about the Thule.
As a result of a warming period
1000 years ago, sea ice decreased
and greater numbers of large
whales migrated to the Arctic seas.
Alaskan Inuit in open skin boats
spread across Arctic Canada and
into Greenland. These were the
Thule Inuit. Their ability to hunt
whales gave them a richer way of
life than that of the Dorset
inhabitants of the Canadian Arctic,
which seem to have disappeared at
this time. Inuit legend speaks of
an ancient people called the Tunit,
which are thought to be the
Dorset. The Tunit were killed or
driven away by the ancestors of
the present Inuit. In Greenland,
the Thule invaders met, traded
with, and fought with the
Norsemen who arrived from
Europe at about the same time.

Photo, left: These bones
were remnants of supports
of Thule houses
constructed at Dundas Harbour. The details of the Thule were explained by Mark Nuttall,
a social anthropologist at the University of Alberta, to the Buckhorn residents who
travelled through the Northwest Passage last August.
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The remains of Thule residences were still there at Dundas Harbour. They usually consisted of
mounds of several winter houses built of sod over a framework of stones and whale bones, and
are scattered throughout Arctic Canada. The people who built and lived in these villages were the
direct ancestors of the present Canadian Inuit.
After examining these remains we continued our trek through the environment of Dundas
Harbour. The green weatherproof boots supplied by the One Oceans Expedition were not the best
hiking shoes. Eventually we made it to an RCMP outpost created in 1924 over concerns about
foreign whaling. 52 Inuit were relocated from Cape Dorset to Dundas Harbour but they
returned to the mainland 13 years later. The post became a Hudson’s Bay post in the 1930’s.
We were greeted back at the Akademik Sergey Vavilov with hot chocolate and Bailey’s. After
warming up we had presentations from Jean Iron, Ontario’s best known birdwatcher, on Arctic
birds and Page Burt, naturalist and environmentalist, on plants of the Arctic giving credence to
Buckhorn resident Sue Sudbury’s reason for calling the ship a floating university.

Editor’s Note: Marlys Kerkman writes the Buckhorn Column for the Peterborough Examiner. She also
plays bass clarinet in the Peterborough New Horizons Band. This article first appeared in the Examiner.
I want to thank her for agreeing to share her story with our chapter members.
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Ask an Archaeologist
Editor’s Note: I received the photo below from Jon Oldham, the archivist at Peterborough
Museum and Archives. He said that one of his volunteers no?ced the item in the water at Rogers
Cove aBer one of the recent storms. They thought it looked like pieces of a wrecked boat of some
kind, about 2 feet in length. Jon noted that the item was quite ﬁne in its detailing and wondered
about “aler?ng someone in the archaeology world might make sense in case you or anyone you
know might be interested in knowing about it.” Any ideas?
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