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the mystery of L’Anse-au-Loup Labrador
Dr. Catherine Mathias

During the height of the Covid 19 pandemic,
while isolating in Oshawa Ontario, I decided to
go through a duffle bag full of old slides from
my days working with Memorial University.
Currently my research interests are with
metalwork of the Middle East and Mosul Iraq
specifically. That said I felt that a short break
was in order and went head and toes into the
duffle bag. Red Bay is one of the sites of the
16th century Basque Whaling expeditions in
Canada. In the 1500s this small town hosted
some 2,000 Basque Whalers. While the
project was excavated with both Parks
Canada and Memorial University doing the
reconnaissance some 60 researchers would
descend on the small town again and reveal
its secrets of the past. Down the coast from
Red Bay in L’Anse au Loup another story was
surfacing. A burial was washing out of the
banks and a rescue operation was conducted
by Memorial University.

What drew me to this project specifically was in part the current unrest
Figure 1 A midin our southern neighbour, the United States of America, and this burial, shipman’s pants from
which clearly demonstrates a time when racial barriers were not always the 1800’s
present. The man was identified as “WH” because of the initials on his
knife which was tucked into his jacket pocket, a custom of great respect
to the dead. This also reminded me of the 18th Century Black French population which
settled on the West Coast of the Island of Newfoundland. This population had always
been revered as unique, though few descendants remain today.
Another aspect of this project that was interesting, and I feel justified in bringing up after
watching many episodes of CSI during the pandemic, was that both archaeological and
forensic science was used to try to identify the origin of the burial. However it was only
when the conservator working on the associated costume discovered that the pants
were of a “front-fall” design, specific to the early 1800s, that the answers to questions
began to be realized. An image of the pants is included above .
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While finishing up the archaeological investigations of the 16th Century Basque in Red
Bay, Labrador, in the late 1980s, the Memorial University crew members were called
upon to excavate a burial washing out of an embankment in L’anse-au-Loup Labrador.
Once excavated the remains were taken to the field laboratory in Red Bay and initial
documentation began.
The burial was determined, on-site, to be that of a male in his 20s. The clothing, or
costume, was later to identify this person as a Midshipman. He had been carefully
buried with his shoes placed on either side of his head and clothing laid on top of the
body with a shroud covering the remains. The costume was fairly-well preserved with a
jacket, pants, great coat and shoes being in the best condition. A pocketknife was
placed in the side pocket of his jacket with the initials “WH.”
While the human remains were sent to Memorial University for further investigation by
Dr. Sonja Jerkic, the costume was initially sent to the Canadian Conservation Institute.
The costume was returned to Memorial as it was determined that their conservator Dr.
Catherine Mathias would be better equipped to conduct this type of conservation/
research. Forensic work at Memorial determined, using hair samples found in the pants,
to be that of a black male. The costume was dated to the 1814s, based on the front fall
design of the pants. The shoes were well preserved with one having the initial “W”
carved into the bottom. The human remains were in good condition and revealed that
this person had suffered an injury resulting in the loss of a hand.
No trace of blood residue was found on the costume, though this could be due to the
water saturation of the soil. It is, therefore, unclear how this person died but he clearly
had an important position on the ship to have a burial of this type in the early 1800s.
Archival research could reveal who this person was based on his initials “WH.” This sort
of archaeological find shows the importance of a multi-skilled crew and a unique burial
environment.
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Pandemic Pastimes
William Fox
When the pandemic “became a reality” in March, our family responded in the standard
fashion – stocked up, self-isolated and rescued our son from university residence.
However, once we had settled in, life for me continued much as it had before. I worked
at home on research and writing. Luckily, I was not teaching during the winter semester,
but I did have some thesis supervision responsibilities (which did not require face to
face meetings). A trip to “curb-side” pick up and drop off of artifacts in Kitchener and
Hamilton provided some relief from the daily routine. And, after some effort, I was even
granted limited access to our lithic reference collection at Trent.
My writing “albatross” has been
the assigned chapter for a
volume to be published in the
Canadian Museum of History
Mercury Series concerning the
“Iroquois du Nord.” I had been
researching glass bead
assemblages (then, “why not do
the shell; oh yes, and the stone
beads?” ...) from a variety of
sites along the north shore of
Lake Ontario with David Harris
(historical researcher
extraordinaire) and April
Hawkins of the ROM for a year.
(figure 1 above) .
As a seasoned Royal Ontario Museum employee, April’s assistance as a team member
was critical, because virtually all the relevant collections are housed in her institution
(and she knows the collections!). Another important institution was the Rochester
Museum & Science Center, which holds the extensive Wray and Cameron Seneca
collections, so critical to our understanding of the late 17th century Ontario sites. Access
was granted in April of 2019, thanks to the support of the peerless New York State
scholar, George Hamell of Rochester. Despite the exceptional Wray Series of
publications on the Seneca site sequence, a personal visit was required because the
final volume in that series (describing Seneca material culture in minute detail) ends at
c.1630, three decades before the Ontario occupation. Enough data had been collected
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and analyzed by last November to permit the presentation of our bead paper at the
Iroquois du Nord session of last Fall’s OAS symposium in Toronto. But, that was only
the start, as more intense scrutiny of the Ontario collections continued to raise
unexpected questions which we hope to resolve prior to publication of the volume!
Last year’s visit to Rochester was also enlightening (read “mind-boggling”!) in terms of
post-1650 evidence for firearm use by the Seneca. While I had never been completely
convinced of Indigenous gunflint production, I was confronted by a massive industry
based on Onondaga chert bifaces – what a shock! George also shared a story about
Wray and Cameron’s suspicions concerning a potential chert quarry adjacent to the
production site. Plans to analyze and describe the collection and document the quarry in
March were cut short by the pandemic. In fact, the return of three steatite pipe
specimens to the Rochester Museum collections is also “on hold”, following a courier
lunch in Buffalo on March 10th with George and Bill Engelbrecht, just prior to the border
closure! The vasiform pipes are part of a multi-year geo-chemical study involving similar
artifacts from Ontario held by a variety of institutions, undertaken by Brandi MacDonald
of the University of Missouri; as we have attempted to locate the steatite source with
Ontario Geological Survey support and to understand their social significance during the
early 17th century. Obviously, writing of those papers could proceed only so far, but at
least, they have provided a respite from the bead paper!
Some other
studies and
papers have
been initiated to
pass the time
over the last
four months;
including, the
distribution of
Archaic era
native copper
gaffs from the
bottom of Lake
Superior, the
identification of
antler harpoon
“beaver spears”
in the very late
16th and early
17th
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archaeological record of upstate New York and southern Ontario, coordination of an
article for the “Mammoth Trumpet” magazine on arctic fluted points from the north
Yukon (see figure 2 above), arranging for thin sectioning and geo-chemical analysis of
chert samples collected from eastern Mongolia in 2018 (and just received in January!),
and initiation of a co-authored paper with Neal Ferris on 16th century villages in
Chatham, delayed since the 2018 OAS symposium.
A Brantford Late Woodland ceramic study completed for Archaeological Research
Associates last winter resurrected questions concerning the exact chronology of early
“Glen Meyer” villages in the region, and suitable carbonized seasonal plant remains
have been assembled for modern AMS dating of the (now destroyed) Porteous site and
Van Besien village, courtesy of Scott Martin of Sustainable Archaeology at McMaster.
Similar AMS dating samples from the 16th century Clearville village will also be
submitted to the A.E. Lalonde lab, as part of our Chatham research.
Other communications concerning red ochre, chert and argillite sources in Northeastern
Ontario, osteological analysis of the 17th century Neutral Misener cemetery population,
a doctoral study of Onondaga chert sources in Haldimand-Norfolk, and, of course, my
decades long research into the 17th century “Barton site” continues.
As Forrest’s mother would say, “Life is like a box of chocolates…”.
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From Flintstones to Zoom Chats
Dirk Verhulst
The “new reality” of living with Covid-19 has certainly forced us to face many new
challenges, including: monitoring our health daily, practising social distancing, storing
enough food and supplies to last at least two weeks, and staying home. One benefit,
however, to these new restrictions is that they have forced us to slow down and reflect
on the things that matter most: family, friends and… the family dog.
We rely on Sophie, our lab, to keep us
grounded, reminding us when it’s time to eat,
when it’s time to play and went it’s time to go
for a walk around the pond behind our house.
In the course of those frequent walks, we
began to notice some interesting additions
appearing around the pond: at the latest count
over 200 hundred stones painted with images
of everything from local flora and fauna to
popular cartoon characters. The most obvious
connection for archaeologists is with the
paintings of the Flintstone Family.
(see photo on the front page of this edition of
STRATA)
As archaeologists, the stones remind us of the
important role played by rock art in native
cultural and artistic traditions.

Figure 1 Above: Hannah, our grand daughter’s contribution to the painted rocks
collection, aptly named: Hope.
Many of the stones include inspirational words and phrases such as: family, beautiful,
believe, we can do this, and you’re awesome.
Times such as these remind my wife and I how truly blessed we are. Our adult
children and grandchildren check with us regularly, bring us small presents and
delicious goodies, and generously share their love and laughter.
They have also introduced us to something called Zoom, a remarkable computer
program that allows participants to visit with each other simultaneously.
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That’s quite an achievement for the members of our family, who are spread all over the
county: from Peterborough, to Ottawa, to Canmore, Alberta.
When we were first learning how to use Zoom, our adult children made up a family
Trivia game. This clever activity was based on our family history: a great way to get
everyone involved. Even the younger grandchildren joined in. Lots of fun and laughter.
As our confidence and
competence increased, so
did our ability to use Zoom
with members of the
groups that Lorna and I
belong to such as the
Peterborough New
Horizons Band, the
Trent Valley Archives and
the Peterborough Chapter
of the OAS.
The photo to the right is of
a recent Zoom chat with
members of the local
chapter and the provincial
executive (Amy St. John
and Craig Ramsoomair).
With their help, we have
begun to discuss ways in
which our local chapters
can take turns with other
chapters using Zoom
technology to continue to
host, and share, our
monthly public
presentations.
Stay tuned for more details.
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How I Spent My COVID Vacation: I Went to Star Carr
Rita Granda
On Friday March 13, I started lockdown along with the rest of the world. I was faced with
the challenge of finishing my Introductory Spanish course remotely and struggled to get
to the end of semester. Once there, I took a breath and tried to figure out what to do
with my COVID time.
I decided to take an online course. Transitioning from face to face lectures to online
delivery had not gone smoothly for me or my students, and it looked like the university
was planning on moving all courses online for the fall semester. So, I thought I should
prepare by experiencing an online course myself, from the student’s point of view.
The Department of Archaeology at the University of York in England offers an on online
course called Exploring Stone Age Archaeology: The Mysteries of Star Carr. The 4week course is offered for free. I had never heard of this site so I registered at the end
of April and was immediately lifted out of the encroaching pandemic darkness.
Suddenly, I was part of a scheduled learning environment with over 200 students from
around the world!
The course was divided into four units: the excavations at Star Carr; the use of stone;
the use of plants; and the use of animals. At the end of each unit students were asked a
provocative question related to that week’s information. For instance, after learning
about the different plant remains on site, we were asked what we thought birch rolls
might have been used for. Students posted their opinions and commented on the
answers given by others; since students were located anywhere in the world, the
sharing of opinions and background information was extremely enriching. Four Teaching
Assistants and the lead archeologist, Nicky Milner, also commented on our posts and
answered all of our questions.
The content was presented in varied formats: on site videos, animated reconstructions,
photographs, articles and charts. Every week included specific short readings but we
were also given access to all of the articles in the two volumes that have been written
on Star Carr by this latest archaeological team. Some sections were enriched with
creative projects related to experiential archaeology. One could move quickly through
the sections or take time to read everything about one particular aspect, like stone tools.
At the end of the course, I sat back and realized the instructors had used a few short
teaser videos to trick me into reading two books.
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There was so much to learn! To begin, I searched the internet for Star Carr’s location
and found that it is near England’s North Sea coast, just south of Scarborough in north
Yorkshire (figure 1). I mention the location here because this information was not
detailed in the course. Maybe it is assumed
everyone knows where the site is located, given
the numerous times the site has been in the
British news over the past 70 years.
Figure 1 left Star Carr-2
The first unit gave the history of Star Carr
investigations. The wetland site was initially
excavated by John Moore in 1947 then by
Grahame Clark from 1949-1951. Their trench
excavations uncovered a large assemblage of
worked flint, bone and antler artifacts, including 21
red deer antler frontlets, in association with a
wooden platform at the edge of a lake. The site is
considered Mesolithic as it was dated to the
Preboreal, at the start of the Holocene. Initially,
debate focused on seasonality and site function
but subsequent excavations and reinterpretations
show that the site is too complex for a single
interpretation. Over the past 15 years, large scale open-area excavations have been
used at Star Carr instead of trenches. These new excavations greatly expanded the site
area and uncovered more wood scatter within the wetlands as well as dryland
structures and an explosion of artifacts.
I will try to be brief and only discuss one item
per unit, though there was a lot of remarkable
information given. In the unit on stone, we
learned that a carved shale pendant that was
found in 2015 is the oldest Mesolithic art in
Britain, dating back 11,000 years (figure 2). See
footnote below.
Figure 2 right Carved Shale Pendant
In the unit on plants, in addition to the
amazingly preserved wood platforms we learned
about submerged wooden artifacts, including an
early hunting bow and a digging stick. Finally, in
the unit on animals, we learned about intriguing
assemblages of antlers and their possible uses.
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Each unit explains the complex science and technology behind recent findings and
interpretations. They do not detract from Clark’s earlier findings; they only add to the
phenomenal data related to Star Carr. I have omitted a lot but I’ll stop here and
encourage you to find out more about the site, maybe take the course!
https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/exploring-stone-age-archaeology-the-mysteries-ofstar-carr
1. Milner, N.,Conneller,C, and Taylor B. (eds) (2018) Star Carr Volume 1: A Persistent
Place in a Changing World. York: White Rose University Press.

One hundred years really isn’t such a long time….
David Harris
“However, the matter seems to slip into abeyance until the summer of 1919 when
Ida Chadd saw an item in the newspaper which prompted her to write directly to
Dr. Currelly”
I wrote these words in early March of this year stating, in a matter of fact style, that
Mrs. Ida Chadd of Trenton, Ontario appears to have done nothing for well over a
year to follow the directions of her late husband, G.J. Chadd (1837-1917) to sell
his archaeological collection.
When I reread the above quote a few short weeks
later, the light bulb glowed in my little brain. By
god, I was living in a world where we all must
triage those things that are necessary and urgent
and those things that can and should be put into
abeyance! Immediately, I understood that I was
not really separated by a century from Ida Chadd.
Her ‘Spanish’ flu and my Covid 19 had collided. I
didn’t like that one bit. I realized that I prefer to
look down my nose at the major events of the past
and study, analyze and judge them from the safety
of what was a very comfortable present.

Above: Me Granny and my son Dan in 1980 or 81- ninety years between them. He
called her Old, old Granny. I can't imagine how precious babies were to her as she lost
three of nine.
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The immediate empathy I felt with Ida Chadd was real but the recollection it
evoked was visceral. ‘Me’ war bride granny, May Jenkins (1890-1986), arrived in
Ville Émard/Cote Saint-Paul (southwest Montréal) in 1917 from east end London,
England. She had two daughters from a previous marriage (widowed already).
Another daughter was born shortly after their arrival and a son in early 1918. The
‘Spanish’ flu quickly took the dear baby boy and almost killed ‘me’ granny. People
were dying so quickly that bodies were put out on the front ‘garries’ for collection
by charnel wagons.
This is a story that I have known
about “forever”, but that moment of
connection with Ida Chadd and the
realization that I actually had skin
in the game circa 1918 was
powerful. I had myself a cry like I
haven’t had….well, I can’t
remember the last time I balled my
eyes out like that. It was certainly a
profound tie to the past and,
perhaps, a lament for the present.
Soldier: Harold Riley (Grampy)- his
family from Blackpool had come to
Canada earlier and settled in Ville
Émard/Côte Saint-Paul. Enlisted in
August 1914, met May Jenkins,
married, returned to Canada 1917,
twice wounded, gassed at Ypres
Salient, shell shocked and
tuberculosis. He may well have not
been with my granny when the baby
died as he was in the Sanatorium at
Sainte Agathe-des-Monts in spring 1918.....imperialist cannon fodder

So, a century is not a long time. In archaeological terms, not even the blink of an
eye. And here in Ontario one hundred years does not qualify, in legal terms, as
archaeology.
I am happy to report that ‘me’ granny lived on to achieve working class comfort
and success in her life, and therefore in the life of my family. I wish I could report
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that Ida Chadd and her epileptic spinster daughter ended their lives well. They did
not. But, that is a story for another time.

Above: Children- my grandbabies Ivy and Albert (Ivy after my mother)
I am very grateful that our moment is 2020 and not 1918. I worry a lot about my
grandbabies in Québec but I do not fear for them as I would have a century ago and I
am as certain as one can be that they will not suﬀer the fate and indignity of my uncle
in 1918 Montréal.

A caveat. If you have not done so already, search graphs that display the trajectory
of the ‘Spanish’ flu. It is a cautionary note to any and all who might think that the
possibility of a second wave is the product of exaggerators and doomsayers.
We’re living some big history in real time and the ‘final score’ is yet to be
determined. May this pandemic be the major tragedy of this century and not be
relegated to the status of footnote as 1918-19 was compared to the death and
destruction that we wrought on each other in the twentieth century.
Despite having never been so physically separated from those I love, I have never
felt as close to them…past, present and future.
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I give thanks and gratitude to all those workers who have been and are continuing
to be out there while I have the luxury to ‘hold in place’ and think about a lot of
stuff.
With love, hope and optimism, David Harris
Notes:
Ida Chadd did sell her late husband’s collection in 1921. It resides today in the
Royal Ontario Museum. (ROM) My interest in the Chadds came about as a result
of the opportunity to analyze glass beads from the Chadd Collection. My sincere
thanks to Bill Fox for the opportunity and privilege of working with this
fascinating artifacts and developing a curiosity about G.J. Chadd.
The Currelly referred to is the legendary Charles Trick Currelly who was, arguably,
the most influential figure in the history of the ROM. When you research at the
ROM library, his prominently displayed bust gazes down at you. I find it a bit
spooky!
‘Me’ granny was a proud Cockney who was incapable of using the pronoun ‘my’. I
didn’t know when I was young that her accent was a mark of social derision to her
‘betters’. None of her progeny has ever doffed a cloth cap to a toff!
‘Garry’ is, or was, anglo working class Québec slang for porch (from galerie).
I use the term ‘Spanish’ flu with hesitation as the ‘leader of the free world’ has
pointedly followed the historical precedent of naming pandemics after their
geographic or supposed geographic origin. For a fascinating lesson on the naming
of plagues, listen to Terry O’Reilly’s Under the Influence radio program (11 June
2020).
https://www.cbc.ca/radio/undertheinfluence/how-the-spanish-flu-wasn-t-spanishat-all-1.5607552
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President’s Message
What a crazy six months it has been. Little did we expect, back in March, that we would
be cancelling our monthly meeting – and then not having any more! The OAS has
moved its annual Symposium online this year, and so will we. Chapter meetings will be
using a Zoom platform that will be accessible by computer or by phone.
So, our usual fourth Tuesday of the month will still be on your calendar, but you won’t
have to worry about bad weather or slippery roads to “get your fix” of archaeological
facts and fun. Watch for an announcement shortly about our first presentation on
September 22nd.
We were not able to hold our annual meeting to elect a new executive for the chapter,
so the present roster has agreed to serve through till 2021. I thank them all for their
service. A volunteer has come forward to help us develop a Chapter website that is
consistent with OAS standards, and we hope to have some content ready soon.
Stay safe, stay home, and wear a mask if you can’t!
Sheryl Smith
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