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A Block in Time

Publication of the Peterborough Chapter’s first
occasional paper is the result of a fortuitous
combination of factors.
Recently, both the past and current presidents of
the OAS identified the need to preserve
archaeological ‘grey’ literature. Rob
MacDonald,in his final president’s report (Arch
Notes March/April 2015) called for the publication
of field reports as a means of involving OAS
members in preserving our archaeological
heritage.
Newly elected president, Paul Racher (Arch Notes
Jan./Feb. 2016), echoed MacDonald’s words by
challenging OAS members to turn their attention
to what he called the “rich legacy of extant
collections,” including unpublished manuscripts.
When we began to look for models to meet this
challenge, we didn’t need to look any further than the experiences of our
chapter’s vice-president, Bill Fox, who, in a previous incarnation as the
president of the London Chapter, gained considerable experience with the
preparation and publication of ‘occasional papers.’

Above: Gord and Pat
Dibb celebrate the
launch of their
occasional paper, ’A
Block in Time.’

We also didn’t have to look far
for our first selection. The
“The creation of
Peterborough Museum and
narratives of the past will
Archives has a wonderful
remain the essence of
collection of artifacts from the
excavations for the Ministry of
archaeology.”
Natural Resources and Forestry
Rob MacDonald
in down town Peterborough
conducted by chapter members
Gordon and Pat Dibb in 1993.
Gordon’s report is an impressive example of historical archaeology at its
best, despite the usual limitations of time and resources. It includes
fascinating details about the archaeology and history of the site, as well as
notes on monitoring techniques, field observations and artifact analysis.
The visuals that accompany Gordon and Pat’s original text are fascinating.
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After a recent tour of the Peterborough Museum’s new state of the art storage facility, including a
peek at the MNR site artifacts, we asked Susan Neale, the Museum’s Director, to partner with us on
the publication of Gordon and Pat’s report. Chapter members have also been working with Prof.
James Conolly and Prof. Rodney Fitzsimmons at the Trent University Archaeological Research
Centre on various community outreach activities and asked them to join us. Everyone we spoke to
was very enthusiastic and, with the support TUARC and Museum staﬀ, we were ready to begin.
One of our primary goals was to involve chapter members as much as possible in the preparation
and publication of this occasional paper. Because of its rich archaeological and historic heritage the
MNR site turned out to be the perfect choice. In his report, Gordon had included brief descriptions
of the buildings that, during the last two hundred years, had occupied the site. Bill Fox contributed
an article on the history of the First Nation presence in the area. We invited Kate Dougherty, from
Trent U., to place the MNR excavations in the larger context of historical archaeology. Other chapter
members (Tom Mohr, Rita Granda and Dirk Verhulst) contributed articles on some of the site’s more
significant buildings and companies such as: Adam Scott’s Mill , the Duﬀus Building, the
Peterborough Canoe Company, the Commercial Press, and a short spur of the CPR that ran through
the block to the entrance of the Quaker Oats Company.
Elwood Jones at the Trent Valley Archives helped us get in touch with Prof. Zhongping Chen, who
gave us permission to include an article about the Chinese presence in Peterborough that he had
written while he was a member of the Trent’s Anthropology Department. Kim Reid’s photographs
include several of the remarkably intact Chinese vessels and bottles recovered from the site and
stored at the museum. Kim also designed the covers and the divider pages.
Another bonus was access to the recently acquired MacGregor collection granted us by Jeremy
Ward and Don Willcock at the Canadian Canoe Museum. This remarkable collection of documents
and photographs tracing the history of the Peterborough Canoe Company significantly enhanced
the publication. The Peterborough Chapter is also grateful to Kerrilyn Sheward, at the Trent
University Print Shop, for putting all of the pieces together into a unified and visually impressive
whole.
Our first occasional paper is the result of a team eﬀort involving members of the Peterborough
Chapter of the OAS, Trent University’s Archaeological Research Centre, and staﬀ from the
Peterborough Museum and Archives and the Canadian Canoe Museum. Our thanks also go out to
the City of Peterborough for awarding the chapter a community investment grant.
We have already begun to plan our next one.

Dirk Verhulst

Footnote from Tom Mohr: As POAS president, it delights me to thank all of those who contributed to our latest
publica;on, A Block in Time. I would par;cularly like to acknowledge the eﬀorts and energy of our secretary
Dirk Verhulst in pulling it all together. He is, indeed, adept at herding cats.

!
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Recent Public Presentations

!
Tuesday Feb. 28, 2017

!

Dr. Andrew Roddick from McMaster University
spoke about ”Archaeology, Ethnography and
Radiography: Tracing Ceramic Traditions in the Lake
Titicaca Basin, Bolivia.”

!

Dr Roddick conducts archaeological research on
Formative Period cultures of the south central
highlands of Bolivia. His ongoing work employs
ceramic analysis to investigate community
organization during the periods prior to the
appearance of Tiwanaku, one of the earliest urban
centres in highland South America. His research has
focussed on the Taraco Peninsula, on the southern
shores of Late Titicaca, where he has led
excavations, conducted geological surveys, and
conducted fine-grained ceramic analysis.
In his lecture Dr. Roddick addressed how potters
learned their craft in the past, how crafting traditions
developed, and how they are maintained. He also
explained how the production, distribution and
consumption of crafts contribute to the development
of community and political identities.

!!
!Tuesday March 21 2017

Above: Dr. Roddick with chapter member Prof. John Topic

!

Prof. Chris Ellis from the University of Western
Ontario spoke about, “Ontario’s Oldest Known
Site?: The Rogers Fluted Point Site, in the Niagara
Peninsula.”
Originally ‘re-discovered’ by an amateur collector,
who drew some important preliminary sketches of
the site, it was subsequently excavated and studied
by Prof. Ellis and Mr. Brian Deller.

!

Prof. Ellis is an anthropological archaeologist with
special interests in hunting and gathering societies
His lecture focussed on fluted points,
including those found on the Rogers site,
dated 12,900 years before the present.
Above: Prof. Ellis with chapter member Paul Spock
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Announcing: Publication of
Grant Karcich’s new book
Our gratulations go out to chapter member, Grant
Karcich, on his latest publishing venture.!

!

Who were the First Nations people in southern Ontario
and how did they interact with the incoming Europeans?
Find the answers in Grant’s new publication, "The Legacy
of Vanished Trails.” Learn about the trails that!
linked the two nations and discover how our roads today
are influenced by pathways dating back over 200 years. !

For more information about the book visit http://grantkarcich.ca/legacy.html!

!
!
Harper Park Update!
!

Since the tour of Harper Park by several of our
chapter members last year to determine its
archaeological significance, there have been some
very reassuring developments about the preservation
of this important wetland located within the city’s
southern boundary. !

!

The 150 acre park has been designated as a
provincially significant wetland, which provides the
area with additional environmental protection. This
will assure its protection from development, such as
construction of the casino, being planned nearby.!

!

On March 25, community members were invited to
participate in a summit planned by Kim Zippel (photo
right, courtesy of Creative Commons) and the
Peterborough Field Naturalists. Over 60 citizens
spent the day developing strategies to protect and
enhance the area of the park.Possibilities included:
forming a private/public foundation for the park, an
Urban Wild Park, collaboration with local First
Nations and environmental groups, and leaving a
legacy for our grandchildren.!
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Archaeological Innocence Abroad: Roatan, Honduras
by Deb Mohr

The peaceful blue
waters and white sand
beaches along the coast
of Roatan (photo, left)
belie the tumultuous
history of its people.
Since the early 1500’s,
this island oﬀ the north
coast of Honduras has
been fought over and
occupied by the
Spanish, English, and
Dutch. Evidence of
these struggles may be
seen especially on the
eastern end of the island
where there are
remnants of a stone fort
at Port Royal. No tour
companies oﬀer to take
visitors there, but as the island develops, perhaps this area will become more accessible.
There are no paved roads that go to this end of the island at this time.
The archaeology of Roatan, unfortunately, has not benefited from the development of
tourism. According to a thesis by University of Southern Florida student, Alejandro Figueroa,
there are over 130 documented archaeological sites on the island, of which over 40 are
prehistoric. A good portion of these sites are on hilltops and thought to have been ritually
important, especially to the inhabitants of 600 to 900 AD. However, many may have already
been destroyed by development.
The island itself is only about 37 miles long and 4 to 5 miles across at its widest and to
traverse it, you use the only main paved road which is located, in spots, along the centre
ridge. The view on both sides is breathtaking. It is easy to see, however, that many
important sites may have been compromised to develop the land, without any thought as to
the cultural significance that may have been destroyed in order to do so.
Our day tour took us to one of the most culturally significant sites – Punta Gorda. It is here
that the Garifuna descendants settled in a community of their own. The original Garifuna
were survivors of a slave ship that was wrecked on the coral reefs near St. Vincent Island in
the Lesser Antilles in the 1700’s. When the British took over St. Vincent, they were opposed
by the Garifuna and other French colonists. After much strife, the Garifuna surrendered and
a large number of them were exiled to Roatan.

!
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Many proud traditions are carried on by the Garifuna. ( See
photo, right, an interpretation of the original Garifuna, the man
doll is dressed as a sailor, because they were people that lived
oﬀ the ocean.)
The beautiful village of Punta Gorda sits at sea level along a
pristine beach, accessible by a road that winds over the top of
a hill that is a backdrop to the town. The homes and
businesses are housed in adobe buildings, many on stilts at
the water’s edge. A small park in honour of the original
descendants has been developed to recreate the original
homes and outdoor kitchens of their ancestors. In the centre
of the park is a statue dedicated to the leader of the Garifuna
revolt on St. Vincent, Satuye.

!

Perhaps the most fascinating part of the tour of the town and
park was finding a partially buried lid of an old transferware
pot (photo, below). Our tour guide could not explain why it was
there; who put it there; or how old it may have been. This artifact seemed somewhat out of
context, but unfortunately there was
neither the time nor the resources to
determine how it may have gotten
there.
Roatan is a culturally rich island, with a
colourful population of blended ethnic
groups. As mentioned, the Garifuna are
among the oldest inhabitants; the
Caracoles, of European and British
decent (blond haired, blue-eyed,
English speaking); Hispanic; and the
Black English, with which our tour guide
self-identified. In addition, expats have
discovered the lush beauty of the island
and communities are being established
by Americans and Canadians.
Tourism is Roatan’s most important commodity. Cruise ships dock at Coxen Hole, the
largest town on Roatan, on the south-western half of the island. Roatan rests on an ancient
coral reef, and is surrounded by the 2nd largest barrier reef in the world, next to the Great
Barrier Reef in Australia. This attracts hundreds of scuba divers and snorkelers to the warm
waters. Stories of pirates and treasure abound (some seemingly based in fact).
Documented chests of gold coins were found before the 2nd world war in the area around
Port Royal.
Despite its tumultuous past, and history of a succession of conquering peoples, the island
has now settled into a pleasant rhythm of cultural traditions. Since Christopher Columbus’s
first visit in the early 1500’s to present day, various cultures have met and mingled, creating a
wonderful melting pot for visitors from around the world.

!
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Three Months on the Road: Beautiful, Wonderful Things
Doug Weldon
!I think when I was 9 or 10 I started abystamp
collection. The US stamps of the 1950s had beautiful

pictures of their National Parks. Beautiful, wonderful things: incredible cliﬀ dwellings, rocky
formations and challenging historical sites. They seemed to have those Canadian picture stamps of
good old Queen Elizabeth beat by a mile. Well, this winter my wife and I travelled 17,000km in a
small RV van over 90 days and saw many of those wonderful things.

!The American west is a very dry area of the world leaving many ancient settlements fairly well

preserved with authentic natural settings that an average tourist can easily walk through. At times it
was amazing to see ancient artifacts lying out in the open. North American geography goes a long
way to explaining the bounty of these ancient ruins. North America is the only continent on earth
that has both an east and west range of mountains running from north to south on both sides of the
continent. On the west are great mountains, which keep the interior dry, while in the east the old
Appalachians do their job of stopping most of the moisture from penetrating into the west.

!Canada is bombarded by freezing cold, winter storms and glaciers that charge in from the north and
have stripped away most of the sediment layers leaving, in Ontario at least, mostly just the 2 or 3
billion year old Precambrian Shield topped with a few cultural remains since the last glacial retreat.
The American South West is a hot, dry environment that has preserved most of the recent layers of
the geological history of the earth; that same dry environment allows for the preservation of ancient
cultural artifacts. New things are uncovered every year and often leave an impression that the 1,000
to 14,000 year old artifacts were just laid down a short time ago. Wooden and cloth artifacts are
found that would hardly last a life time in Canada's wet environment.

!The human history of the American west begins with several tribal groups such as the famous

Clovis peoples and incredible animal and human artifacts at the La Brea Tar Pits. Our deadlines kept
us away from both of these but time around Sedona, Arizona brought us an encounter with the
Ancient Sinagua (or Hohokam, or Hopi - more on that later.) Tuzigoot, Wupatki, Walnut Canyon, V
Bar V Ranch and both Montezuma Well and Montezuma Castle are part of the ruins of these ancient
peoples. Montezuma! Who's he? Well the name is a misnomer bestowed by an early white settler.
Old Monty never made it this far north and besides Cortes did him in.

!

The name Sinagua was coined in the late 1930s by an early archaeologist and it means, sine
(without) and agua (water). It describes the dry farming technique used in this very dry climate that
in some ways led to the collapse of their culture. It is increasingly more common to refer to these
people as the Hohokam or Hopi rather than Sinagua. The ancient Hohokam were thought to have
settled a little further south and had a somewhat diﬀerent culture while the Hopi live today in north
eastern Arizona. It is becoming recognized that all these people are from the same cultural
tradition and have merely moved about adapting to change: cultural change, climate change and
most recently the coming of white people. Ancient Hopi would, I think, be a more appropriate name
to describe all these groups.

!Years ago the connection between the various ancient and modern tribal groups was not clear but

the time has come to honour the ancestors of a Native nation that still exists today. Imagine an
archeologist trying 500 years from now to sort out the links between sod house dwellers on the
1800s Canadian Prairies, settlers at the Citadel of Quebec in the 1600s and a contemporary city like
Toronto. It might be easy enough to see each as a diﬀerent culture but we also see ourselves as
Canadian with a continuous tradition of almost 500 years. Change has arrived for what was formerly
called the Anasazi cliﬀ dwellers of New Mexico. They are now referred to as the Ancestral Pueblo to
honour their relatives who live nearby today. The knowledge we have today would help us rename
many ancient cultures.
STRATA Spring 2017
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!So what kind of people were these Ancient Hopi/Sinagua? They were very creative people, living

well and peacefully but ultimately caught up in profound environmental change. (A bit tongue in
cheek here), but they lived in large condominiums (cliﬀ dwellings and 2 or 3 story pueblos); used
solar energy to heat their homes (pueblos were oriented south and backed by heat absorbing cliﬀs);
maximized crops in a very dry environment and created very sophisticated solar calendars that only
now are starting to be understood. And let’s not overlook the ball courts where games were played
and spectators cheered. The court walls are designed so that if you whisper at one end you can be
heard at the other. And all this was long before the NHL or NFL was even thought of!

!!

Tuzigoot (photo above) , about 20 mi south of beautiful Sedona is the largest of many Sinagua
villages in the Verde Valley, 87 ground floor rooms and a large second floor. The adjacent Verde
River provided canal irrigation. Dry farming was also used here and elsewhere. Dry farming involved
little disturbance of the soil. Natural vegetation was undisturbed in the Spring. Plants were planted
in the open spaces next to the natural vegetation. Later in the season, when the surrounding plants
tried to take over they would be hacked down with a hoe to let the crops continue growing. In this
way the minimal precipitation was used to the maximum. Tilled fields would have dried out. People
lived well for 400 or 500 years but due to a hot dry spell and the hoeing it is thought the soils blew
away, just like the 30's Dust Bowl. The people moved east further up onto the Colorado Plateau
where cooler and wetter conditions prevailed.

!
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!Twenty miles south is
Montezuma Castle (photo left).
You can almost see the solar
energy at work in the pictures
of the cliﬀ dwelling. A larger
pueblo lies in complete ruins
just feet from here.This site is
next to Wet Beaver Creek. I'm
sure they were smart enough
to stay away from Dry Beaver
Creek! Dry agriculture was
used for many miles beyond
the Well and indeed many ruins
(hundreds) remain to be
examined, including one said
to be the largest. More people
lived in this valley from 900 to
1400 CE than live here today.
Amazing when you realize the
current fewer inhabitants grow
very little and mostly find their
food at Walmart.

!Can you believe an eternal well, cliﬀ

dwellings and a life and death struggle
between two species that exist no
where else on earth? The place is
called Montezuma Well (photo right).
Kind of a drab looking place until you
do some exploring. Little rain falls but
the well, like a Yucatan cenote, gets
1.5 million gallons a day from the
nearby Mogollon Rim. An
impermeable ground layer drops
down in front of the Mogollon cliﬀs
and rises back up at this ‘Well.' One
day supplies a lot of water but it
doesn't get there in a day. In fact
scientists say it takes more than
10,000 thousand years for the snow
melt to travel the 25 or 30 miles from
the rim to the well. Do you believe that? Sounds crazy but that long soak fills the water with carbon
dioxide and arsenic such that no fish can live there.

!Who would want to live there? Well,during the day, little shrimp-like crustaceans a few millimetres

long try to stay just below the depth of a duck’s dive so they don't get eaten. The amphipods would
like the food near the top. As the sun sets, a leech, unique in the world, rises up from the bottom to
feast on these tiny shelled creatures. The world's only know crustacean eating leech. The amphipod
tries to escape up, only to be eaten by a water scorpion. Not exactly 'Life at the Beach.' There are
several other creatures unique to this location.The water flows out at the base of the Well and was
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channeled to irrigate thousands of acres.It is questioned if the arsenic had any impact on the people
living at the Well.

!The last spot on this tour is the V - V Ranch, called "v bar v" which was the rancher’s brand. The

name is in deference to the 20th C farm family who I believe donated the land. A native name that
reflects its significance might attract the attention this site really deserves. There are many, many
ruined dwellings in this area, none of which have been excavated.

!A cliﬀ, perhaps 30 m wide and 15 m

high is covered with pictographs
(photo left). It is the largest
petroglyph site in the valley. The
farm family knew they were there
but the significance of this amazing
archaeoastronomy site was only
glimpsed in the 1990s and is still
only partially understood today. I
must credit our 80+ year old docent
and Ken Zoll, the author of "Sinagua
Sunwatchers" for revealing some of
this sight. The Docent was very well
informed and obviously loved his
topic.

!

!For now, we know this site predicts the Spring

As is explained in the note below
the next photo, eventually,
astronomical observations may be
revealed in these pictographs.

and Fall Equinoxes and phases of the Moon
also seem to be predicted. Many of the
contemporary local Hopi explanations of the
petroglyphs sure seem to all fit together. Time,
geology, religion,climate, customs and
mythology: it's all there. The site is alongside
Wet Beaver Creek just 2 miles or so from the
Well. Flooding has buried the bottom of this
rock 'art' panel under river sediment. What is
hidden down there? A lot of hours, hard work
and thought could solve many of the puzzles
found here. It is certainly a significant religious
and cultural site that is a big piece of the
Sinagua puzzle. It will be fascinating to see
what future explanations will be extrapolated
from the Verde Valley and the Ancient Sinagua/
Hopi cultural remains.

!
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Coming Event

Above: A wax seal found in pieces in about 20 diﬀerent buckets of poo excavated and reassembled by Catherine Mathias.

Folks are generally aware of the role of the artifact in archaeological investigation. In
Ontario, there are legal as well as ethical implications to their recovery. However, it
might be surprising to learn that some heritage professionals have diﬀering views on
the subject of what happens next. On April, 25th, the Peterborough OAS will present
a discussion on the topic of Museums and the Artifact. Our guests will be Mr. Dave
Wesley, currently the general manager of Lindsay’s Olde Gaol Museum, and
conservator Dr. Catherine Mathias.
Their exchange promises to provide the public with a ‘behind the scenes’ view of
museum craft that might just carry over to their next visit to a heritage institution. It
will also be of interest to those currently engaged in museum sciences, either as a
student or a professional. Ample time will be provided for questions from the
audience
From Mr. Wesley:
I will attempt to champion the Decomposition Theory of heritage engagement and
commemoration - rather than digging artifacts out of the ground or removing them
from their place of rest, dusting them oﬀ, cataloguing them, handling them with
gloves, putting them in hermetically sealed boxes and storing them in the dark on
shelves for decades - we instead allow them to honour the natural processes of
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decomposition in situ, while allowing other artifacts to be handled and touched even
if it aides disintegration.
On the other hand, Dr. Mathias speaks to the value of the conservator and questions,
perhaps, if there are other issues that might influence
Having worked in the Cultural Heritage sector for some 35 years, as an
archaeological and objects conservator and other related tasks I will present some of
the reasons why objects do require gloves and dark storage areas. Together we will
open this arena up for discussion showing the pros and cons to removing what has
become the traditional role of conservation within the museum. The presentation will
include highlights from the 16th century Red Bay Basque Whaling site, the 17th
century Colony at Ferryland, Newfoundland and objects from the National Museum of
Columbia.
This meeting will be held on Tuesday, April 25th in Rm. B104 of the DNA building at
Trent University.
Copies of ‘A Block in Time’ will be available for sale. Cost is $20.
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