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A Visit to the Neanderthal Museum
by Ursula Hawkins
It was around 150 years ago in Mettmann near
Düsseldorf that Germany's most famous resident
was discovered: Neanderthal man, now the star
attraction at one of Europe's most popular and
innovative museums.
This site of global historic importance is the ideal
place to trace the history of humankind – from the
very beginnings in the savannahs of Africa over
four million years ago right through to the present
day.
Neanderthal Museum is a museum in Mettmann,
Germany. Located at the site of the first
Neanderthal man discovery in the Neandertal, it
features an exhibit centred on human evolution.
The museum was constructed in 1996 to a design
by the architects Zamp Kelp, Julius Krauss and
Arno Brandlhuber and draws about 170,000
visitors per year. The museum also includes an
archaeological park on the original discovery site,
a Stone Age workshop, as well as an art trail
named "human traces.” All signs in the museum,
as well as the audio guide offered by the museum,
are available in German and English.
Above right, Preparing a new display, photo by Ursula
Hawkins

The museum gives the background of the migration of people from the savannahs to the modern cities
with emphasis on the Neanderthals. Their life size models are cast
and exhibited on the basis of fossils excavated from archaeological
sites.
Neanderthals:

“The star attraction
in one of Europe’s
most popular and
innovative
museums.”
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The museum has a unique collection of casts of the original human
fossils that represent the evolution of the hominids in general and of
the Neanderthals in particular.
The museum also houses the NESPOS Society e.V. (Pleistocene
People and Places) which provides an interactive database on all
anthropological and archaeological data connected with the
Neanderthals in the form of "3D–images of CT-Scans and surface
scans, as well as high-resolution photographs of human fossils and
artifacts.”
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Mexico City: Treasures and Earth Quakes
by Dr. Catherine Mathias
I was recently on a buying trip to Mexico City; I import rough gemstones when I can find them. That
said I always check out the cultural surroundings and often find that they are the rough gemstone in
themselves. Mexico City is at a first glance quite a poor area overall; however, it is sprinkled with opulence and
a richness in culture and trade. I for one enjoy the eating aspects to these ventures as much as the viewing and
for this Mexico has it in spades at a price tag which is affordable by all. Do take your Dukoral, not that I have
yet to experience the adverse effects of travel, but I have heard it brings a new meaning to ‘depends’ and in a
bikini that’s not pretty.
A few things that struck me while in the city;
firstly, the earth quake damage (Figure 1); secondly,
the continued archaeological investigations (Figure 2)
with a current focus on the Early Modern Period; and
lastly, the Museum of Anthropology, which remains
one of the finest in the world largely because of the
objects displayed (Figures 3, 4 next page). We often
lose track of the fact that the museum was in part
designed to display cultural treasures, not the exhibit
box or fancy text box, and this is clear in Mexico City
where the object will always stand-alone not requiring
the support of the technical department.

Figure 1 above
Figure 2 right
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Figure 3 above left
Figure 4 above right

With regard to earth quake damage and cultural heritage I observed the following. While working with the
National Museum of Qatar I had the privilege to work with a travelling exhibit from Greece. We did experience
an earth quake and significant damage was done to one of the early Greek statues; fortunately, one with graphic
male depiction. The Qatar government was more than happy when I suggested the statue be carefully packed
and shipped home immediately, likely costing several million, but they were more than willing to pay. What we
do not know, unless you are a structural geologist or civil engineer, is that earth quake damage comes in waves
and can propagate as such through solid materials. Hence, what might have been a small crack or flaw in the
marble at the time of manufacture, had propagated to the surface and was about to destroy the object if further
destabilization occurred. Buildings, if you have enough money, are now being built to compensate for this, but
objects can never be fully protected and therefore earth quake, as a threat to culture is huge. Most of the
buildings in Mexico City pre-date any recent earth quake proof construction What they experience is a peeling
of the exterior surface and total destruction of the interior support system, leaving a shell of the building
standing. Unfortunately, people who dwell in the interior space have little hope of survival. This will also
happen to the large cultural structures, except in the rare case where the Maya got it right in terms of the
building code which appears to have been so in the case of pyramid construction. However, as in Afghanistan,
although for different reasons, it is time to get out and do some archaeology while the ancient structures still
stand.
One of the lovely factors of the Mexican climate is that you can do archaeology in November. In fact, I
was pool side for some afternoons when it got really hot. One aspect to remember is that from an
archaeological conservation perspective all research is based on a short summer time excavation period.
Whether that Mayan woven vegetable fibre mat (Figure 5, next page) will be as stable when exposed to a
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winter environment that a summer, we do not know, hence we must proceed carefully. Additionally the storage
environment may have to be tweaked in order to accommodate for new types of burial environments.

Figure 5 above left

Figure 6 above right
Objects can be as iconic as paintings or people. The Stone of
the Sun (Figure 6), excavated in 1790 and identified as an Aztec
Calendar has been reproduced more times than da Vinci’s Mona
Lisa or any of Rembrandt’s paintings. It stands on edge and faces
the visitor as one enters into the central gallery of the museum.
The stone is in fact a sacrificial altar. The stone has a large crack
through it, the result of a manufacturing defect, and hence has no
wear as result of excessive use. The object however exemplifies
the museum’s place in current culture as it bears not only one of
the early methods of numbering an object but shows clearly how
mis-identification or appropriation can lead to fame and glory of
an object. The object, in a sense, makes the museum because of
its popularity among the population but has little academic
meaning because it has been misidentified.
Figure 7, left

As indicated above, earth quake activity and war are slowly
STRATA Winter 2017
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removing some of the most treasured artifacts of our
cultural heritage. Hence, what follows, based on my
many years working with both museum and
archaeological collections, are examples of materials
which might not be seen again. Some of the gemstones
incorporated into these treasures of the past may no
longer be acquired and may no longer exist on the
planet (Figure 7, previous page). Like our platinum
they are becoming increasingly rare.
Additionally, the cold working techniques of
metal work have in the past been used to create
exquisite works of art (Figure 8, right). I did see one
shop in Mexico city with workers exhibiting a similar
skill set and I also saw these skills demonstrated by
sheep herders in Afghanistan; but, to date, that is itanother rare aspect of the cultural gems stored in the
Museum of Anthropology.

ARCHAEOLOGICAL ADVENTURES
Editor’s Note: A special thanks to Ursula Hawkins, Catherine
Mathias and Bill Fox for sharing their recent archaeological
adventures with us in this issue of STRATA. If any our readers
have visited archaeological sites during your travels, please
share your stories with our readers. Send them to me at
dverhulst@cogeco.ca.
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An Accidental Archaeologist
by William Fox

Figure 1 Bill and Consuelo with the Columbian side of the family
When I agreed several months ago to attend a family wedding in Colombia with Consuelo (a Caribbean beach
was on offer), there was only the intention to socialize with my wife’s (extended) family (figure 1) . The round
of visits and meals and touring would easily command our entire time,
and so, only brief consideration was given to connecting with the
archaeological community. No attempt was made to arrange visits to
sites containing “elephants” (mastodons) or to contact local
researchers, prior to our arrival in Bogota. As the days went by, we had
the opportunity to visit the National Museum (figure 2, left), whose
Indigenous history displays were not open, due to renovations. A little
research then led us to the La Candelaria district and ICANH (Instituto
Colombiano de Antropologia e Historia) (figure 3), where we met with
Dr. Victor Gonzalez Fernandez. He graciously agreed to an impromptu
afternoon meeting, which was both entertaining and candid concerning
the state of archaeology in Colombia (courtesy of Consuelo’s
translation skills, his limited English and my much more limited
Spanish!)
Figure 2 left, Bill outside main entrance to the National Museum
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Figure 3 Consuelo outside ICANH

Dr. Fernadez is directing a multi-year survey and excavation project in the Cucuta district, adjacent to
the Venezuelan border, and has located El Jobo bifaces, similar to the famous site of Taima Taima in
the Falcone State of Venezuela to the northeast. The latter has produced lanceolate bifaces in
association with Pleistocene mammal remains at sites contemporary with and earlier than Clovis. Dr.
Fernandez’ sites are generally buried to a depth of a metre and a half, so he is attempting to use GPR
(ground penetrating radar) to locate and study them.
We discussed mastodon kill sites of similar and
greater age, such as Tibito in the valley of
Bogota (figure 4) and Pobenza in the Magdalena
valley to the west, which produced a date of 16
ka. I was excited to learn of his research, but
asked where the older sites were located. With a
rye smile, he indicated that some colleagues had
sites producing earlier dates which they were
afraid to publish, for fear of being branded as
“crazy” (Clovis First hangover!).

Figure 4 above,left, Tibito excavation diorama
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Figure 5 left, Ground sloth skeletal
reconstruction
Figure 6 above, Geological Service of
Columbia offices
Following a visit to the National Museum
of Geology, which included
paleontological displays (figure 5), we
strayed into the Geological Survey of
Colombia (figure 6), where I requested
information concerning chert-bearing
formations. Again we were connected with a gracious staff member, Dr. Mauricio Pardo, who (with
Consuelo’s assistance) discussed the Plaeners formation, referencing bedrock maps and a doctoral
dissertation on file in their library. He even forwarded electronic copies of maps and a substantial
report (GEOLOGÍA DE LA SABANA DE BOGOTÁ) to my email address!
Figure 7 right Consualo with Dr. Pana and
student.
An electronic exchange with Dr. German
(pronounced Herman) Pena of the Instituto de
Ciencias Naturales at the National University
resulted in a meeting with the professor and his
student assistant and tour of their office (figure 7),
lab and collections storage facilities.
STRATA Winter 2017
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While in the latter, I was able to study
some of the artifacts recovered from the
late Pleistocene site of Tibito, just north of
Bogota. We also viewed the Institute’s
public interpretive area, where I was
allowed to photograph some
archaeological displays, including some
Abriense industry artifacts (figure 8). The
latter were of particular interest to me, as
this expedient flake technology is present
on the earliest pre-biface sites (as well as
later occupations).
Figure 8 above left, Expedient flake tools

Dr. Pena’s specialty turned out to be faunal
analysis (figure 9) relating to later ceramic sites
(he kindly presented me with a copy of his latest
volume); however, he was well aware of Dr.
Gonzalo Correal Urrego’s work on early sites,
such as El Abra, Tibito, Tequendama, and most
recently, Pobenza. Dr. Pena insisted that we
should meet the now retired Dr. Correal. Several
calls resulted in an invitation to his home, where
we met with the doctor, his wife and daughter in
his elegant residence. Once again, I relied on
Consuelo’s translation skills, although his wife
could clearly comprehend English.

Figure 9 above, Dr. Pena in his faunal lab
Following some archaeological discussion with
Dr. Correal, he presented us with a copy of his
massive Tequendama excavation report (figure
10), and then the conversation progressed to
family matters between our two wives – a much
more animated discussion!
Figure 10 left, Gift of book at Dr. Correal’s home
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There is no doubt that introductory electronic communications prior to our trip would have been more
appropriate and that a better grasp of Spanish on my part would have been polite; however, we were
greeted with gracious enthusiasm by all we met. They were pleased to discuss their research and share
their thoughts. Several expressed an interest in student exchanges and the opportunity to visit Canada.
We shall see what the future holds.

—————————————————————————————————————Peterborough Chapter of the Ontario Archeological Society
2016-17 Annual Report
by Tom Mohr, Peterborough Chapter President
During this past year, the Peterborough Chapter continued with its Speakers’ Program, occasionally
sharing events with the Trent University Archaeological Resource Centre (TUARC), and its
Department of Anthropology. Our topics for the 2016-2017 season follow:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

September – Dr. Marty Magne – “The Search for Franklin’s Lost Ships.”
October – Nick Adams – “Archaeology: It Ain’t all Gold Masks and Crystal Skulls:
miscellany from a life in the trenches.”
November – Dr. Daniel Rafuse – “Archaeology and actualistic taphonomy in the plains,
coastal and highland environments of the Pampas, Argentina.” (POAS/TUARC)
December – Annual General Meeting and pot-luck dinner, featuring a new film by and about
Curve Lake First Nation, entitled “Oshkigmong: A Place Where I Belong.”
January – Professor Gary Crawford’s presentation of “Current Perspectives on the Dawn of
Farming in China” was unfortunately cancelled due to bad weather.
February – Andy Roddick – “Archaeology Ethnography and Radiography: Tracing Ceramic
Traditions in the Lake Titicaca Basin, Bolivia.”(POAS/Trent Anthro)
March – Prof. Chris Ellis – “Ontario’s Oldest Known Site? The Rogers Fluted Point Site, in
the Niagara Peninsula.”
April – David Wesley & Dr. Catherine Mathias – “Museums and the Artifact”, plus a book
launch for “A Block in Time.”
May – Ms Sophie Goldberg – “Swamps, Suburbs and Sprawl: Exploring the Urban
Demography of Angkor, Medieval Cambodia.”
June – First annual POAS member’s BBQ, kindly hosted by Bill and Consuelo Fox.
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At November’s Symposium in Waterloo, the chapter was honoured to receive the OAS Publication
Award for Peterborough Archaeology, a collection of essays that grew out of our 2014 hosting of the
Society’s annual gathering. We are pleased to report that the first print run of 500 has sold out and we
have ordered another 200 copies.
We also took on a new project in response to requests from Rob McDonald and Paul Racher, to rescue
certain of the province’s archaeological ‘grey literature’ from abandonment on the shelves of
developer and government offices. A perfect candidate was found in a report prepared by York North
Archaeological Services’ Gordon and Pat Dibb, on a section of Peterborough known as the ‘MNR
Block.’ Submitted to the Ontario Realty Corporation in 1997, it provides a comprehensive analysis of
an historical area of the city, destined to be razed to accommodate a new headquarters for the
province’s Ministry of Natural Resources. Chapter Secretary Dirk Verhulst and Membership Director
Rita Granda acted as co-editors in commissioning a further eleven essays to compliment the original
document and fully flesh out the story of the 1.189 hectare site as a microcosm of the city’s growth.
The final product was published by the chapter as its first occasional paper, with financial assistance
to POAS from the City of Peterborough and in partnership with the TUARC, and the Peterborough
Museum and Archives. Thanks to all concerned. It has been well received, and we are already
preparing the next project.
Over the course of the winter, a number of volunteers came out to Trent’s Archaeology Centre over 15
weeknights to process artifacts from the last field season on Jacob’s Island. We were also able to
provide our members with another excavation opportunity early this summer at Nassau Mills, a EuroCanadian site on Trent’s main campus. This activity was presented courtesy of Trent’s James Conolly,
Kate Dougherty, and (our own) Bill Fox.
The Chapter is close to finishing up the processing of another artifact – this, a 1961 movie entitled
Village in the Dust, about the excavation of Ontario’s Miller Site. A 16mm copy had been in the
hands of Chapter President Tom Mohr for a couple of decades, and some versions were available in
VHS format, but no digital copies appeared to be in existence. POAS obtained clearances and had the
19 minute film fully digitized in a state-of- the-art transfer, financed in part by the OAS. What
remains is to add a preamble addressing certain stereotypes that exist in this half-century old account,
and then make it available to the OAS chapters as an educational tool.
The POAS continues to offer off-site presentations on Ontario archaeology and this year I spoke at the
town of Kirkfield’s Canada Day celebrations, as well as a seniors’ retirement home. I would
recommend the latter as a particularly satisfying outreach practice.
Our chapter Facebook page membership stands at 71 and we have produced four editions of our
newsletter, Strata. The POAS is represented in Peterborough’s Electric City Culture Council (EC3)
and the Kawartha Lakes Culture and Heritage Network. We currently have 68 members
We thank the City of Peterborough for their generous support of the outreach projects by which we
are able to help connect diverse members of the community with both their roots to the land, and their
neighbours. We also thank TUARC for providing us with a home, and on a personal note, I’d like to
express my appreciation to the Chapter executive for all their contributions.
STRATA Winter 2017
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Congratulations!!!!!
To everyone who contributed to the success of this project: Gordon and Pat Dibb, Zhongping Chen,
Kate Dougherty, Tom Mohr, William Fox, Rita Granda, Dirk Verhulst, Kim Reid, Jeremy Ward,
Kerrilyn Sheward as well as members of TUARC, Peterborough Museum and Archives and the
Canadian Canoe Museum.
The Ontario Archaeological Society Inc.
P.O. Box 62066
Victoria Terrace P.O.
Toronto, Ontario
M4A 2W1
November 15, 2017

Tom Mohr, President
Peterborough Chapter
The Ontario Archaeological Society
51 Adelaide St. South, Lindsay ON K9V 3J6

Dear Tom,
As President of the Ontario Archaeological Society it is my great pleasure to inform you that the
Peterborough Chapter of the OAS, along with TUARC and the Peterborough Museum and Archives
have been chosen to be the 2017 recipient of the OAS’ Award for Excellence in Publishing.
Congratulations!
The award is offered to an individual, group or firm in order to recognize outstanding contributions
and accomplishments in publishing works dealing with the field of North Eastern Archaeology. Your
text, A Block in Time, is clearly a substantial contribution to the literature and we are grateful for the
hard work and scholarship that went into it. That the Peterborough Chapter could release a work of
such erudition just two years after Peterborough Archaeology is astonishing. The Chapter and its
publication partners should be proud.
The OAS will be holding its Awards Banquet at our annual symposium on November 18 at 7 pm at the
Best Western in Brantford, Ontario (19 Holiday Drive, Brantford, ON N3R 7J4). I hope that you will
consider attending the banquet to receive the award in person. In the interim, I would like to wish you
joy of the occasion. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me at
president@ontarioarchaeology.org or on my personal cell phone at 519-835-4427.
Warmest regards,

Paul Racher
President, The Ontario Archaeological Society
Cc
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POAS Members and Award Winners at the 2017 OAS Symposium
photos courtesy of OAS
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Symposium 2017 – Reflection and Recognition
by Tom Mohr
The weekend of November 17-19, the OAS met in Brantford for its 44th annual symposium, this year’s topic
of discussion being “From Truth to Reconciliation: Redefining Archaeology in Ontario”. From the OAS:
“It is an acknowledgment that Supreme Court decisions, the TRC Calls to Action, and UNDRIP have direct
and immediate consequences for how archaeology is practiced in Ontario. It is clear that the relationship
between archaeology and First Nations peoples must change; however, the specific nature and direction that
these changes must take is unclear – particularly given the complex and intertwined web of legislation that
governs archaeological practice in Ontario. How do we practice an archaeology that respects Indigenous
rights while operating within a regulatory system that does not fully recognize those rights yet?”
Invitations were sent out to various First Nations in Ontario and beyond so that we might gather together to
collectively explore these evolving relationships . The Symposium proved to be a valuable learning experience
for both the archaeological and the Indigenous communities, and it has been suggested that the OAS publish
the proceedings in order to further share those discussions with a wider audience.
Also…at the Saturday night banquet, the OAS honoured its own. There, the Peterborough Chapter received the
Award for Excellence in Publishing for our book, ‘A Block in Time’, and framed certificates were provided to
the participating organizations. Accepting for the Chapter were Gordon and Pat Dibb, whose 1997
archaeological assessment of Peterborough’s MNR Site formed the core of the volume. Bill Fox stood for our
project partner, the Trent University Archaeological Resource Centre (TUARC) and Chapter President Tom
Mohr accepted for the Peterborough Museum and Archives. Kudos, congratulations and thanks to all
contributors!
But the honours accorded to Chapter members did not end there. Our Vice President, Bill Fox, received formal
recognition for his 50 years of membership in the OAS, and entertained the audience with the admission that it
would have been 55 years, had the OAS not irked him in the early days and he had initially declined to join.
Last, but certainly not least, it is with delight that we pass along the following news. On occasion the OAS will
choose to award the J. Norman Emerson Silver Medal “to an outstanding Ontario non-professional
archaeologist whose life’s work has been consistently of the highest standard, who has made an exceptional
contribution to the development of Ontario archaeology and who has earned acclaim for excellence and
achievement. It is the highest honour the Society can bestow.”
This year, the recipient was our very own Sheryl Smith - a most deserved acknowledgement of Sheryl’s
accomplishments within the practice of archaeology, bringing the whole room to its feet with a standing
ovation. As a chapter, we offer our congratulations to Sheryl!
Not incidentally, she joins Bill Fox as an Emerson Award winner. We are indeed a chapter rich in talent! (see
photos on previous page).
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